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	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Authenticity
	Adults in the real world are likely to tackle the problem or questions addressed by the project.  The problem or question has meaning to the students.  There is an external audience for the student work.
	The project stimulates ‘real world’ activities.  The problem or question has meaning to the students.  There is an appropriate audience for student work.
	The project has little connection to the outside world.  The problem or question has little meaning to the students.  There is a limited audience for student work.
	The project has no connection to the outside world.  The problem or question has no meaning to the students.  There is no audience for the student work.

	Group Timeline 
	Group independently develops a reasonable, complete timeline describing when different parts of the work (e.g.,planning, research, first draft, final draft) will be done. All students in group can independently describe the high points of the timeline. 
	Group independently develops a timeline describing when most parts of the work will be done. All students in group can independently describe the high points of the timeline. 
	Group independently develops a timeline describing when most parts of the work will be done. Most students can independently describe the high points of the timeline. 
	Group needs adult help to develop a timeline AND/OR several students in the group cannot independently describe the high points of the timeline. 

	Delegation of Responsibility 
	Each student in the group can clearly explain what information is needed by the group, what information s/he is responsible for locating, and when the information is needed. 
	Each student in the group can clearly explain what information s/he is responsible for locating. 
	Each student in the group can, with minimal prompting from peers, clearly explain what information s/he is responsible for locating. 
	One or more students in the group cannot clearly explain what information they are responsible for locating. 

	Plan for Organizing Information 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information as it is gathered and in the final research product. All students can independently explain the planned organization of the research findings. 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information in the final research product. All students can independently explain this plan. 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information as it is gathered. All students can independently explain most of this plan. 
	Students have no clear plan for organizing the information AND/OR students in the group cannot explain their organizational plan. 

	Adult Connections
	Students have multiple contacts with adults outside of school who have expertise and experience and who can ask questions, provide feedback, and offer advice.  Students have the ability to observe and work alongside adults in a worksite relevant to the project.  Adults outside of school provide students with a sense of ‘real world’ standards for this type of work based on the students active communication.
	Students have limited contacts with adults outside of school (e.g., guest speakers).  
	Students have little to no contact with adults outside of school.
	Students have no contact with adults outside of school.

	Active Exploration
	Students do field-based activities (e.g., interviewing experts, surveying groups of people, exploring worksites).  
	Students conduct their own research.  Students gather information from a limited number of primary sources.
	No research is required.  Students gather information from textbooks or other secondary sources.  Students use raw data provided by the teacher.
	No research takes place.  

	Academic Rigor
	There is a well defined and clear driving question that is derived from specific national, state, district, or school Standards.  The project demands breadth and depth of specific knowledge and central concepts.  Students develop new habits of mind (e.g., questioning and posing problems; precision of language and thought; persistence.) 
	The driving question is based on Standards.  The project demands specific knowledge of central concepts.  Students learn minimal content.  Project reinforces previously learned habits of mind. 
	The driving question is not based on Standards.  The project demands some specific knowledge of central concepts.   Students can complete the project without learning new content.  The project does not include habits of mind in outcomes.
	The driving question is not based on Standards.  The project demands no specific knowledge of central concepts.   Students can complete the project without learning new content.  The project does not include habits of mind in outcomes.

	Quality of Sources 
	Researchers independently locate at least 4 reliable, interesting information sources for EACH of their ideas or questions. 
	Researchers independently locate at least 3 reliable information sources for EACH of their ideas or questions. 
	Researchers, with some adult help, locate at least 2 reliable information sources for EACH of their ideas or questions. 
	Researchers, with extensive adult help, locate at least 1 reliable information sources for EACH of their ideas or questions.


